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Wilkinson, Charles. Fire on the Plateau: Conflict and Endurance in the American Southwest. Washington 
D.C.: Island Press, 1999. 
 
Legal scholar and writer Charles Wilkinson began working as an attorney for the Native 
American Rights Fund in the early 1970s.   His work brought him into contact with the Navajo and Hopi 
peoples of the Colorado Plateau, and began a long journey towards a deeper understanding of Native 
American cultures.  
In Fire on the Plateau, Wilkinson explores the history of Native peoples in the region, including 
conflicts with more recent populations, government, and industry over resources and land use, as well 
as increased environmental awareness in the region’s recent history.  This history is combined with the 
personal insights of the author, based on his work as an attorney working with Native Americans. 
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